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Contact Us: 

St Joseph’s Primary School 

17 Wedge St 

Benalla 3672 

P: (03) 5762 1347 

W: www.sjbenalla.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
 
Office open: 

Mon-Fri 8.15am - 4.00pm 

  

 

Yard Supervision: 

Morning: 8.30am – 9.00am 

Afternoon: 3.20pm - 3.40pm 

 

Bell Times: 

First Bell: 8.55am 

School Commences 9.00am  

Lunch: 11.00am—12.00pm 

Afternoon Recess:  

2.00pm– 2.25pm 

Final Bell: 3.20pm 

  

 

2024 Term Dates: 
Term 1:   29th Jan—28th March 

Term 2:   15th April—28th June 

Term 3:   15th July—20th Sept 

Term 4:   7nd Oct— 18th Dec 

THURSDAY 25TH APRIL ANZAC DAY— 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

FRIDAY  26TH PUPIL FREE DAY–  

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING DAY 

Dear Lord, 

As Anzac Day approaches, we pray for all who serve 
our country. Grant them strength and protection as they 
fulfill their duties. 

Comfort those who have lost loved ones and heal those 
who bear scars. May we never forget their sacrifices 
and work for peace and harmony in our world. 

Guide our leaders to make just decisions, and inspire 
unity and resilience in our communities. 

Amen. 

http://www.sjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Principal’s Reflection—Mrs Mary Dunstan 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Term Two 2024 
 
As Term Two of 2024 begins we look forward to a term full of opportunities, events, exciting teaching and 
learning for our students and the wider community. We begin our term by welcoming two new staff members to 
our team. Ms Georgia Hooper has enjoyed her first week teaching in 1/2 S. The students and Georgia have 
enjoyed getting to know each other and the transition has been happy and successful. This week we welcome 
Ms Nat Challis into 3/4M. Ms Nat Challis and Ms Jane Hawkins have had time planning together and building a 
new partnership for the students. I know that the transition will be smooth and supportive for all the students.    
I wish both Georgia and Nat every happiness in their work here at St Joseph’s. 
 
Social Justice  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week our Social Justice focus addressed the importance of actively supporting Human Dignity. 
The focus aims to foster an understanding that we are all made in God’s image and that every person is      
special. We teach the children that we treat each other with respect and kindness and ensure that the dignity 
of every person is upheld in all situations. House Points will be given to students who exhibit behaviour and 
communication that demonstrates respect for others and upholds their dignity. The efforts and points           
accumulated were shared at our assembly yesterday. 
 
 
 

This week our focus for Social Justice is “Common Good”.  The aim this week is to teach the children that it is 
important to do what is best for everyone, not just yourself in many situations.   

 
“The learning experiences (at St Joseph’s) should seek to integrate faith, culture and life and be designed to 
demonstrate the value held for the dignity of each person, a preferred culture of community and educating for 
citizenship that reflects a commitment to social justice” (CES Ltd). The students will see the tally of points at 
Assembly each week and work together to increase their understanding of the importance of Human Dignity 
throughout the term. 
 
As stated in the last newsletter, staff are encouraged to acknowledge and reward students who demonstrate 
our school's Learning Attitudes and commitment to social justice, reinforcing our values in these areas. Points 
will be recorded on the whiteboard and collected by the student messenger. At the end of each term, the 
house with the most points will be rewarded, possibly with an extended lunch break . 
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St Joseph’s School Review 
 
Our School Review began yesterday and will continue over the next two days. 
Using the School Improvement Tool (SIT) our school will be assessed in all    
curriculum processes by the Review Team. This team consists of a representa-
tive from the Australian Council for Education Research (ACER), Dianne Pekin, 
Leading School Improvement Consultant, Kim Butler and Andrea O’Connor from 
Catholic Education Sandhurst Ltd. This process, implemented by involving the whole community, aims to      
identify strengths and areas for improvement to inform our future strategies, changes and decisions.  
 
Thank you so much to the parents who have offered to participate. We continue to seek the participation of       
parents who would like to sit with the review team or via a phone call to discuss parent thoughts on Learning 
and Teaching at St Joseph’s. Please contact the school office if you are available tomorrow at any time. 
 
Pupil Free Day: Friday 26

th
 April 2024 

 
 
This Friday our school will be closed. Our staff will continue professional          
development in the School Impact  Program using Visible Learning. St Joseph’s 
implemented this approach to teaching and learning in 2019 and we have        
continued to update and embed our practice since.  
 
 
 
 

 
School Advisory Council (SAC) 
 
I thank our School Advisory Council for their continued support of our school and adding parent voice to our     
decision making in our school. We would embrace any new additions to this team. We meet once per term in 
Week Eight and we reflect on the directions that our school is taking and many aspects of our school. If you are 
interested please forward your expression of interest to me via email at principal@sjbenalla.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
Annual Action Plan 
 
Aligned with the Catholic Education Sandhurst Strategic Plan 2023-2027, St Joseph’s Annual Action Plan for 
2024 sets clear goals in line with the Diocesan strategy. Our Annual Action Plan which drives our planning and 
strategic design is available on our School Website. A summary of the work that we are implementing at the     
moment includes the following: 
 
Our current School Improvement Goal states that our students will become assessment-capable learners who 
can reflect on their learning journey to evaluate their learning against success criteria.  Using the success    
criteria students can comment how they are progressing in their learning and understand what they need to do 
to  improve. In order to support this strategy for learning, teachers will display anchor charts with worked      
examples for students to compare against so that children know what they need to know, and their next steps 
for learning success. Learning intentions and success criteria are always visible.  Students will effectively     
evaluate their learning progress and teachers use various data sources to inform teaching.  



The St Joseph’s school community acknowledges the eight clan groups of the Yorta Yorta     
Nation  as the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

Principal’s Reflection—Mrs Mary Dunstan 

Catholic Identity and Faith 
 
Last term we commenced our Sacramental preparations with a wonderful   
session led by Maria Ford. Throughout the evening, the children and families 
who will participate in the Sacramental Program throughout 2024 learned 
about all the Sacraments of the Catholic Church. 
 
 
 
Use of School Crossing 

 
It has come to my attention that many children who are approaching are not using the 
School Crossing. Please discuss this with your child/children and each class will also    
address this concern.  
 
We want to keep all our children safe and the use of the crossing is central to safety on our 
way to and from school each day. 
 
 

 
Mother’s Day Shared Breakfast and Mass Celebration 
 
This year we are holding a special Mother’s Day Breakfast on Friday May 10

th
 at 

8:00 am at St Joseph’s Hall. We look forward to welcoming our families to celebrate 
our mothers, grandmothers and step mothers at our school to share a special    
breakfast with the children. We invite everyone to a very special Mass to be held in 
St Joseph’s Hall at 9:15 am to pray and give thanks for all the women in our lives. 
We understand that we have many working mums who will not be able to attend for 
the whole experience however we warmly invite you to attend either or both aspects 
of our celebration. 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Tilly 
 

Last Friday one of our students, Tilly D. Year Five represented our school at the 
School Sports Victoria, State Swimming Championships at the Melbourne Sports 
and Aquatic Centre (MSAC). To compete at this level is an excellent                    
accomplishment. Many hours and days of preparation, training and commitment is 
required to qualify for such an event. Tilly competed in 50m backstroke for her age 
group.  
 
Tilly’s classmates and friends watched 
the race and enjoyed cheering her on 
from their classroom. We also ensured 
that the community at school had a 
chance to congratulate Tilly at assembly 
yesterday.  We also have Lola C          
representing our school at a Netball 
competition this week so we look forward 
to hearing about her competition when 
she returns to school next week. 
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School Zone Tennis 
 
Josie De F. & Tomas K. both attended the school zone tennis at Wangaratta 
Barr Reserve on Wednesday 20th March. 
They played 5 singles matches each, both winning 3 of their 5 matches. 
Josie was just 1 point away from attending the next stage of Regionals, and 
Tom was only 2 points away.  They both did such an amazing job! 
Even though it was very cool and windy conditions at tennis, both Tom & 

Josie had a great time socialising with the kids from all of the other schools 

in attendance. 

Congratulations Tomas and Josie! 

 
 
Congratulations to Maria Pomponio 
 
 
Our community congratulates Ms Maria Pomponio on her marriage over the holiday break. 
Maria and Chris tied the knot on April 6

th
 2024. We welcome Maria back to our school and 

wish her, and Chris every happiness on their recent nuptials and an exciting start to the 
next part of their journey together.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
I thank everyone for their continued support of our school and I look forward to another 
wonderful term together. 
   
 
Mary Dunstan  
 
Principal 

A reminder that we are 

checking the SunSmart    

recommendations and 

children are still asked to 

be WEARING HATS when 

sun protection is              

recommended.  



Assembly Awards 

 Assembly Report T2/ W 2 
 

 Assembly Captains:  Lola C. & Josie De F. 

 

 

Foundation A: Avalia G. & Ayaansh S. 

 

Foundation B:  Immy R. & Kayden E. 

   

Foundation C: Darcie S. & Harry R. 

  

Junior Q: Hugh H. & Annie W. 

  

Junior R: Billy W. & Jind M. 

 

Junior S: Myles K. & Asha Mc I. 

 

Junior T: Patrick L. & Clara G. 

 

Junior U: Harriet A. & Amity C. 

 

Middle L: Tory W. & Hariprasath R. 

 

Middle M: Evie A. & Nate F. 

 

Middle N: NO AWARDS 

 

Middle O: Harry McC. & Bonnie C. 

 

Senior F: NO AWARDS 

 

Senior G: NO AWARDS 

 

Senior H: Meika S. & Olli S. 

 

Senior I: Summer S. & Nicholas O. 

 

Senior J: Ben S. & Elina P. 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

  

In Term 2 we have introduced our additional 

Year 6 Leadership roles. 

The new roles are as follows:  

 

1. Library 
2. Social Justice/Catholic Identity 
3. Wellbeing 
4. Digital Technology 
5. Sustainability Champions 

 
 
 
Sam Kerlin 
Deputy Principal 
 

Sustainability Leaders:    

 

Millie H.      

Tilly J.     

 

Library Leaders:  

 

Lavinia K.  

Zhixian Z.  

 

Social Justice/Catholic Identity Leaders:  

 

Pippa M.  

Marli P.  

 

Digi-Tech Leaders:     

 

Lilly H.      

Jorja L.      

Esther W.-S.  

 

Wellbeing Leaders:  

 

Charlie E. 

Josie De F. 

Leadership Positions 



Ray White  Awards 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

Foundation 

Amelia M. 

Amelia has a fantastic approach to her learning. She is      

curious to discover new things and shows persistence when 

having a go at new activities and skills.  

Keep it up!  

Junior 

Kauta S. 

 Kauta has shown amazing persistence during Term 1. Kauta has 

been persistent in coming to school each morning and getting her day 

started in the best way.  

Well Done, Kauta!  

Middle 
 
Harriet K.-G. 
 
Harriet constantly displays persistence in all areas of her 
learning. Harriet is always willing to have a go and persist with 
her work, even when it is challenging.  
 
Well done Harriet! 

Senior 

Millie H. 

Millie has been voted to receive this award by her peers. Millie always 

shows the qualities of a model student and classmate at St Joseph’s.     

Millie is kind to her peers, thoughtful in her actions, persistent in her       

approach to learning and hard working at all areas of her learning.  

Well done Millie!  
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Easter Cooking Class 

Helen Goh’s carmelised Anzac bars 



Foundation Area 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

Morning reading—practicing our Home readers. 

Sorting 2 D shapes by colour. 



Middle Area Camp 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

On the last 2 days of Term 1, the 3/4 students went on an overnight camp to Alexandra          

Adventure Resort.   

The students said they loved the outdoor activities including the flying fox, Gaga ball, giant 

swing, swimming and raft building  

For some students, they enjoyed the food the most and watching a movie on the giant screen 

was pretty cool too.   

Thanks to all students, staff and helpers for making this a very special memory for everyone.   

 

Brendan French 

3 /4 Teacher 



Year Six Students Visit TAFE 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

On the early morning of Wednesday the 27th, all the Year 6’s from 
St. Joseph's Benalla, collectively visited GoTafe Wangaratta, one 
of the “stepping stones” to a larger university. 
 
The students enjoyed a sneak peak into an array of subjects,   
including Creative Industries, Mechanical Engineering, Nursing, 
Refrigeration Mechanics and Cooking. 
Each visit lasted a minimum of 15 minutes, and a maximum of 30 
minutes.. 
The students participated in activities in some of these subjects. 
In Creative Industries, the students were able to create a “group 
project.” Upon which they created different parts for a collective 
painting. 
 
I asked a couple of students what their favourite subject was and 
these were some of their responses. 

 
 
“Out of all the things, my favourite one was probably the mechanic, because my 
dad was a mechanic, and I want to be like him.” 
-Lochie J. 
 
“My favourite one was the Creative Industries, because I like Art.” Ryder B.  
 
We were introduced to the nursing education area and how they deal with         
different situations using mannequins. The leader made us put cream on our 
hands then shone a black light on our hands and it showed how many germs we 
had. 
In the automotive center, the teacher showed us about how there are different 
types of cars and each with a different engine and gearbox and it was very        
interesting. 
In the air conditioning mechanics center where we got to hold a piece of ice in 
our hands and we would watch it melt and it was probably the coldest thing I had 
ever held. We also learnt about air conditioning and how there are so many     
complications and things that can go wrong with such a simple thing. 
 

 
We all had such an amazing day filled with such excitement and we learnt so much. 
 
Josie DeF. 
 
My experience was amazing and I learnt many new things like for an example did you know that GoTafe stands 
for Golburn Ovens TAFE. We all very much loved the experience and to be able to see some of the thing that we 
can do in the future. 
 
Rachel E. 
 
We learnt a lot about heaps of new, promising jobs such as a nurse, a             
mechanical engineer, a chef, a painter and finally a plumber. We all left this trip 
feeling inspired and satisfied, all due to the wonderful staff at GOTAFE. As we 
were waiting we felt fortunate that we got to see GOTAFE, we were enlightened 
that our bus driver was famous for being an actor, everyone cheered him on. In 
the end it was a pleasure to get a tour of GOTAFE and it was a great day for the 
Year 6 students and I’m sure all the staff involved loved it as well. 
 
Alice and Sabine 
 
 
Elisha Ross 
Teacher 



Sporting News—Cross Country 2024 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

APRIL 2024 

 

Thur 25th ANZAC DAY—PUBLIC       

  HOLIDAY 

 

Fri 26th PUPIL FREE DAY— 

  Professional Learning Day 
 

Fri 26th Uniform Shop Open 8.30am—11.00am 

 

 

 

MAY 2024 

 
Fri 3rd  Hot Food Day 

 

Fri 3rd  Uniform Shop Open 8.30am—11.00am 

 

Fri 10th Mothers Day Breakfast  Commencing  

  at 8.00am 

 

Fri 10th Mothers Day Mass  Commencing  

  at 9.15am—Under the COLA 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Schooling is compulsory for  children  between the 

ages of 6 and 17 years (Education and Training  

Reform Act 2006).  

If your child is sick or is unable to attend please 

notify the school. The school is obliged to gain this 

information by law. 

 

 

MEDICATIONS 
 

This form can be accessed via PAM, or obtained 

from the office.  All medications must have the    

prescription label and are to be held in the Office. 

 

 

SCHOOL  ADVISORY  

COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2024 

 

MARCH 12TH TUESDAY 5.00PM 

MAY 28TH TUESDAY 5.00PM 

SEPTEMBER  3RDTUESDAY 5.00PM 

NOVEMBER 26TH TUESDAY 5.00PM 
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Principal’s Reflection—Child Safe Standards 2024 
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BENALLA HERITAGE FESTIVAL 

 

As part of the Benalla Heritage Festival, FCJ 

College Archives will be open to the public 

on Wednesday May 1 from 1pm until 3pm, 

Thursday May 2 from 10am until noon and 

Saturday May 4 from 1.30pm until 4 pm.   

Tours of the College will be available on  

Saturday.   

Entry is by gold coin donation.   

 

For further information please contact Lyn Tanner 0427306657. 
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Contact  phone numbers are 

5762 1784 

 

 

Application Forms available 

online:   

info@prokidz.com.au 
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UNIFORM SHOP 

OPEN EVERY 

FRIDAY  

8.30—11.00AM 
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