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St Joseph’s Primary School is  

a Child Safe School 
SCHOOL NOTICES 

  

Contact Us: 

St Joseph’s Primary School 

17 Wedge St 

Benalla 3672 

P: (03) 5762 1347 

W: www.sjbenalla.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

Office open: 

Mon-Fri 8.15am - 4.00pm 

  

Yard Supervision: 

Morning: 8.30am – 9.00am 

Afternoon: 3.20pm - 3.40pm 

 

 

Bell Times: 

First Bell: 8.55am 

School Commences 9.00am  

Lunch: 11.00am—12.00pm 

Afternoon Recess:  

2.00pm– 2.25pm 

Final Bell: 3.20pm 

  

 

2025 Term Dates: 
Term 1:   28th Jan—4th April 

Term 2:   22nd April—4th July 

Term 3:   21st July—19th Sept 

Term 4:   6th Oct— 17th Dec 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

Please ensure your 

child has a school 

hat to wear!! 

TERM 3 LAST DAY FRIDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 

2.30PM FINISH 

TERM 4 COMMENCES MONDAY 6TH OCTOBER 

Loving God, 

As we come to the close of Term 3, we pause with 

thankful hearts. 

We are grateful for the learning shared, the friendships 

strengthened, 

and the moments of joy that have filled our classrooms 

and playground.  

Thank You for guiding us through the challenges and 

for blessing us with the gifts of patience, resilience, 

and hope. 

We give thanks for our staff, students, and families, 

and for the many ways our community reflects Your 

love each day. 

As we step into the school holiday break, may we find 

rest and renewal. 

 

Keep us safe in Your care, and prepare us to return    

refreshed, ready to continue the journey together in 

Term Four.  

Amen.  

http://www.sjbenalla.catholic.edu.au


Principal’s Reflection—Mrs Mary Dunstan 

The St Joseph’s school community acknowledges the eight clan groups of the Yorta Yorta     
Nation  as the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Thanks to our Community 

As we come to the end of another successful term at St Joseph’s, I want to take this opportunity to thank our 
incredible staff, dedicated students, and supportive parents for their  commitment to providing a high-quality 
education for every child in our care. Your hard work, enthusiasm, and partnership make our school community 
such a special place. Together, we have achieved so much this term, and I am truly grateful for all that you do. 

 

Principal Announcement 

I am pleased to share an important update regarding the leadership of our school. Mr David Keenan has been 
appointed as Interim Principal of St Joseph’s Primary School Benalla, commencing in Term 4 Week 5. 

David brings 29 years of experience in Catholic education, including nine years as Principal of St Luke’s         
Primary School, Shepparton North.  David holds a Master of Religious Education and a Master of Educational 
Leadership.  

David’s collaborative leadership style and familiarity with the Magnify Sandhurst program will ensure continuity 
and support for our students, staff, and families. 

I will continue in my role as Principal until the end of Term 4 Week 4. To meet the immediate needs of our 
school and support a smooth transition I have decided to postpone my Long Service Leave until Mr Keenan is 
available to take over. 

 

Thank you once again for your ongoing support 

 

Deputy Principal Announcement 

 

We warmly congratulate Mr Hayden Reeves on his appointment as Deputy Principal and     
Learning and Teaching Leader at St Joseph’s.  

Hayden brings a deep commitment to Catholic education, a passion for instructional excellence, 
and a strong belief in building collaborative, faith-filled learning communities. 

 
In his role as Learning Diversity Leader, Hayden has demonstrated strong leadership in supporting inclusive 
practices, advocating for the needs of all learners, and building staff capacity in differentiation and intervention. 
His dedication to equity and student wellbeing has made a significant impact on our school culture.   

I wish him every success in his new role which will begin on 6 October 2025.  



Principal’s Reflection—Mrs Mary Dunstan 

The St Joseph’s school community acknowledges the eight clan groups of the Yorta Yorta     
Nation  as the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

Farewell to Mr Kerlin 

We extend our deepest thanks to Mr Samuel Kerlin for his outstanding service as 
Deputy Principal over the past three years. Sam has done always enjoyed the     
wonderful opportunities that the role of Deputy Principal has offered him here at      
St Joseph’s. Sam has lead with integrity, kindness, and a genuine commitment to 
Catholic identity. He prepared beautiful Masses that brought our community together 
in prayer and celebration, and he treated every person—staff, students, and         
families—with respect and care. When you have a conversation with Mr Kerlin he 
makes you feel that you are an important person and he genuinely cares about how 
he can help you.  

In his farewell to staff, Sam shared that while he may not remember everything anyone said or did, he 
will always remember how this school made him feel. This understanding was beautifully reflected in his 
farewell assembly, where students sang songs, read paragraphs and poems, and even suggested     
renaming the Gaga Pit as the “Kerlin Pit”! A highlight was the moving performance of ‘Unwritten’ by Mrs 
Creamer and our rock star Leo B—a moment that captured the spirit of gratitude and joy that we all 
feel. So many people worked tirelessly to make this farewell special, including Mr French, Mrs Creamer,  
Mrs Pasztor, and Mr Reeves.  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to celebrating a leader who has given so much to St Joseph’s. 
Sam, we wish you every blessing as you begin your next chapter. Remember you will always be part of 
our story. 

Farewell, Thanks and Congratulations to Ms Pomponio 

We give great thanks for the efforts, contributions and commitment of Maria Pomponio over her 
many years of service to this school. We farewell Ms Pomponio, who concluded her time with 
us on 28 August 2025. Maria has contributed so much to our school, particularly in the areas of 
Learning and Teaching and in leading contemporary approaches to Mathematics. Her passion 
for teaching and leadership is evident, and we are delighted that she is 
keen to return to St Joseph’s in the future. 

Finally, it is with great joy that we announce the arrival of Lilly Armani 
Armstrong! Maria and her husband Chris are thrilled to welcome their 
beautiful baby daughter. We share in their happiness and wish the whole 
family every blessing, joy, and good health as they begin this exciting 
new chapter together. 

Farewell to Mrs Mellington 

 

We extend our deep thanks to Mrs Sharon Mellington for her care and dedication 
to the children of St Joseph’s. Sharon’s love of sport has always shone through, 
making her a positive influence on our students by modelling respect, teamwork, 
and the joy of healthy competition. Her enthusiasm and kindness have left a     
lasting impression, and she has truly cherished her time with the students of        
St Joseph’s. 



Principal’s Reflection—Mrs Mary Dunstan 

The St Joseph’s school community acknowledges the eight clan groups of the Yorta Yorta     
Nation  as the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

 
Athletics Carnival Update 

Unfortunately, bad weather conditions prevented us from holding the Athletics Carnival for our Middle 
School students last week. Families of these students will receive information shortly regarding how 
this cancellation affects progression to the next level of competition. Our team at St Joseph’s will      
ensure that all recorded times and previous results are considered so that students who have qualified 
will still have the opportunity to compete at the next level in Week One of Term Four. 

 

Our senior students represented St Joseph’s at the      
Athletics Carnival at Churchill Reserve in Benalla. They 
competed with great enthusiasm and sportsmanship, with 
many students qualifying for the next level of competition 

Congratulations to all our students for their effort, respect 
for competitors, and the wonderful support they showed 
for their peers throughout the day. We are proud of you! 

 

 

RUOK Day 

St Joseph’s celebrated RUOK? Day with joy, learning, and reflection. In          
classrooms, students explored the importance of checking in on friends and         
understanding how small conversations can make a big difference.  

Staff shared a special morning tea, creating time for connection and positive       
discussion. Together, we reflected on how living the message of RUOK? Day 
aligns beautifully with the Gospel call to “love one another” and care for our       
neighbour—a teaching given to us by Jesus Christ.  

It was a day filled with kindness, laughter, and a strong reminder that at                 
St Joseph’s, we look out for each other every day.  I would like to extend the depth of gratitude from 
the staff and students to Bre Ackerley for the planning and organisation of special treats and reminders 
on RUOK? Day.  

PLEASE NOTE THE FAREWELL MASS FOR 

 MRS DUNSTAN PLANNED FOR FRIDAY  

19TH SEPTEMBER HAS BEEN CANCELLED 



Principal’s Reflection—Mrs Mary Dunstan 

The St Joseph’s school community acknowledges the eight clan groups of the Yorta Yorta     
Nation  as the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

Parking Warning 

Important Reminder About Drop-Off and Parking 

We kindly remind all families that the area near the Uniform Shop is not a school car park. It has been         
reported that some children are being dropped off in various spots and running through the car park to get to 
school. This creates a serious safety risk. 

Parents who are dropping children off must use the designated drop-off zone at the front of the school or park 
their car legally in the appropriate areas. It is also not appropriate to park in the parish car park or use this 
area for student drop-off. 

If you have any questions regarding this, please contact Mary Dunstan as soon as possible.  

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping all our students safe. 

 

Food Bank 

In past years, St Joseph's Primary School have utilised a Meal Bank, supplied by        

generous families to assist community members in their moment of need.   

We are seeking families to contribute to our meal bank for Term 4 of 

2025. Meals need to be supplied in a disposal container. It is a            

requirement that all meals are labelled with all ingredients (written on a 

sticker and attached to meal) or we will not be able to give them out.  

Meals can be brought in and given to the school office, we will then put 

them in our freezer.    Keeping in mind the meals are for families some ideas are:  casseroles, 

spaghetti bolognese,  lasagne etc.  Every family who has received a meal has been very          

pickappreciative of the gesture and found it to be a great help in their time of need.   

 

Footy Day and Hot Food Day—Thursday 18th September 

Students are invited to come dressed in their favourite footy team’s colours or jersey (AFL, NRL, 

soccer – all codes welcome!). It’s a fun way to celebrate the footy season and show team spirit.  

There will be footy-themed activities throughout the day, and we encourage everyone to get   
involved and have fun. 
 
Students will rotate through activities in their house colours so there will be a chance to work   

together with all students across the school. 

 

Wishing you all a very safe holiday and looking forward to welcoming everyone back in Term Four. 

God Bless 

Mary Dunstan 

Principal 





Farewell Message from Mr Sam Kerlin 

The St Joseph’s school community acknowledges the eight clan groups of the Yorta Yorta     
Nation  as the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

 

Dear Families of St Joseph’s, 

 

As I come to the end of my time here as Deputy at St Joseph’s, I want 
to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support, trust, and 
partnership over the years. It has been both a privilege and a joy to be 
part of this wonderful school community. St Joseph's is a very special 
place, filled with dedicated staff, supportive families, and children 

who inspire us every day with their curiosity, kindness, and spirit of learning. I am proud of all that 
we have achieved together and the way our community continues to grow stronger through care, 
respect, and collaboration. I leave with deep gratitude and confidence that the school will        
continue to flourish in the years ahead.  

The children of St Joseph's are the heart of our school. They are kind and compassionate, always 
looking out for one another and showing care in both small and meaningful ways. With a strong 
sense of justice, they stand up for what is right and strive to create a community where everyone 
feels valued, included and respected. Above all, they approach learning with curiosity and         
enthusiasm, reminding us every day of the joy and possibility that education brings. I know that 
our staff are always so proud to take our children outside of the school to represent St Joseph’s in 
such a respectful way. Other schools often comment about how impressive our children are in 
the way they speak and treat one and other and the friendly and respectful way that they engage 
with adults.  

To our wonderful staff here at St Joseph’s. The teachers and learning support officers who bring 
dedication, creativity, and a deep sense of care to their work each day, I am very grateful. You are 
more than just teachers and support staff, YOU are mentors and role models who nurture not     
only a love of learning but also the values of respect, kindness, and resilience in our children.   

Finally, a sincere thanks to our families for welcoming me so warmly and for allowing me to share 
in your children’s learning journeys. Although I am excited to begin my Principalship at St John’s 
Euroa, St Joseph’s will always hold a very special place in my heart and the opportunity to lead 
this community as Deputy Principal has been a true honour and one I am extremely grateful for. 

 Thank you!  

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

TERM 3 
 

SEPTEMBER 2025   

 

 

Thurs 18th NO BREAKFAST CLUB 

 

  FOOTY DAY & HOT FOOD DAY 

 

 

Fri 19th Uniform Shop Open 8.00am-4.00pm 

 

Fri 19th Final Day Term 3— 

  2.30pm Finish 

 

TERM 4 
 

OCTOBER 2025   

 

 

Fri 3rd   Holiday Trading Hours Uniform Shop 

  10.00am—4.00pm 

 

 

 

Mon 6th Term 4 Commences  
 

Mon 6th Uniform Shop Open 8.00am-1.00pm 

 
 
 
 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Schooling is compulsory for  children  between the 

ages of 6 and 17 years (Education and Training  

Reform Act 2006).  

If your child is sick or is unable to attend please no-

tify the school. The school is obliged to gain this 

information by law. 

 

 

MEDICATIONS 
 

This form can be accessed via PAM, or obtained 

from the office.  All medications must have the    

prescription label and are to be held in the Office. 

 

SCHOOL  ADVISORY  

COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2025 

MARCH 18TH TUESDAY 5.00PM 

JUNE 10TH TUESDAY 5.00PM 

SEPTEMBER 9TH TUESDAY 5.00PM 

NOVEMBER 25TH TUESDAY 5.00PM 

UNIFORM SHOP OPENING HOURS 

MONDAY 8.00 AM-1.00 PM 

FRIDAY 8.00 AM—4.00 PM 



Father’s Day Breakfast 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 



Father’s Day Breakfast 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 



Foundation Area 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

On Tuesday the 2nd of September, the Foundation students set off on an adventure to the Wangaratta        

Performing Arts Centre to watch The Gruffalo’s Child  live on stage. They piled onto the bus full of excitement 

and chatter, ready for the big show. The performance was filled with laughter, music and fun, and the students 

listened and watched so beautifully.  

It was a wonderful day and a memorable excursion for our Foundation students!  

Kat Bartker 

Teacher 



Junior Area 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

In Grade 1 we are learning to 

identify how many groups are 

needed to share a collection 

equally.  

Meagan Griffiths 

Classroom Teacher 



Mad About Science Incursion 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

In the last week of August, we were lucky enough to attend a science show that was an exciting and engaging  

experience for our students. We watched in awe as dry ice fog spilled across the stage, balloons shrunk and grew, 

and everyday items reacted in surprising ways when exposed to extreme cold. The show explained the science 

behind dry ice, including how carbon dioxide changes directly from a solid to a gas (sublimation). This helped    

students understand tricky concepts in a fun and visual way. 

Kat Mennen 

Classroom Teacher  



Playtime 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

The 3/4’s decided to build a pyramid and then the Grade 2’a decided to have a go too!!  



Senior Athletics 

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 



St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 



St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 



The St Joseph’s school community acknowledges the eight clan groups of the Yorta Yorta     
Nation  as the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated. 

Principal’s Reflection—Child Safe Standards 2025 





St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 

Store Location: 42 Arundel Street  

 (Parish building next to St Joseph's Church)  

Benalla VIC 3672  

www.noone.com.au  

HOLIDAY TRADING HOURS  

Friday 3 October 10.00am—4.00pm 

 

NORMAL TRADING HOURS RESUME 

FROM MONDAY 6TH OCTOBER 

Monday  8.00am—12.00pm 

Friday 12.00pm—4.00pm 

https://www.noone.com.au/school/st-josephs-benalla/stores
https://www.noone.com.au/school/st-josephs-benalla/stores
https://www.noone.com.au/school/st-josephs-benalla/stores
http://www.noone.com.au/


St Joseph’s Primary School is a Child Safe School. 
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